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ES FALT Kt 
| JOfthe ſeverall Congregations or Chur- 


chesof Chriſtin LONDON , which are com- 
monly (though unjuſtly) called ANABAPTISTS, | 


| [publiſhed for thevindication of the Truth, and 
Information of the ignorant; likewiſe for the ta- 
ing off of thoſe aſperſions which are frequently, both in 
Pulpit and Print, unjuſtly caſt upon them, 


| 


| 


Usto which is added 


HEARTBLEEDINGS. 


For Profeſſors abomtnations : 


| 10 a faithful general Epiſtle (from the ſame Church- 
bt | ©) preſenced to all who have known the way of truth, force 


warping them to flee Security, and careleſs walking under the pro- 
feſſion of the ſame 3 diſcovering ſome of Satans wiles, whereby al- 
ſo wanton perſons and their ungodly waies are difclaimed. 


Cm—Ir_.. wn 


| |$#this I confeſs unto thee, that after the way they call herefie, ſo worſbip 1 the | 
| | Godof my Fathers, believing all things that are written in the Law and the 
Prophets, and have hope towards God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that 
there ſþall be a Reſurreftion of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt, As 24- 
14,15, 


For we cannot but ſpeak the things which we have ſeen, and heard, As 4-29+ | 
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The fifth Impreflion Corrected. 
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a Printed by Henry Hills, and. are to be fold at the lign of | 


_ Sir John Old-Caftle in Pye Corner, 1653. 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


Courteous Reader, FOLY 
— aames 177: i5 nothing wherein Saints ſhould be moye converſant thax 
k in promoting the honour of the Lord and his Chrift, FFriving 
MM 4:7 ſtudying to walk before him agreeable tothe truth recore 


. 


Fourthlys That we might take off prejudice from the hearts of thoſe (14s 


dd 


TotheReader. 


x) of which we have comfortable hopes)who are or may be prejudiced age 
as, from theſe many inveltives, and bitter unjuit reproaches , we are or w 


oſed untoand they (if is be the good pleaſure of our God)come to anger 
poſe prattice, and ſubjeft themſelves to the 5 þ+ his commands, © 
Laitly, The remembrance of what good this our undertaking hath formerh 


dene in the Conntries, where it hath been fpread(of which we have bad'par. | 


cular notice from ſeurral,whoſe hearts have beenrefreſhed t herewith) is 

ſmall inducemert to us ts bring this forth again in print, | 
Courteons F riend, we defire thee ſoberly fo Weigh and conſider what We 

have profeſſed before men aud eAngels, out of the ſimplicity of our hearts, 


and let not prejudice prevent thy profiting, but makg it thy great care an | 


ftndy to give up thy -underFFanding to love and receive the truth, as it tcin 
Teſms, delighting thy [elf in that Government, which is by his own hand 
fabliſhed n: his houſe. Be not diſheartned although thor [hould$t hear of the 
mu(carriage ef ſome, knowing that inmany things we ſinne alt, and cone ſhort 
' of the grace of our Gods or if thou ſhouldſt be advertiſed of the falling away 
of any one, ao but conſider welive in the laſt ages of the world, Where many 


ſhall depart from the truthy (#either 55-it 4 new thing for men to relinguih | 


0 


their projeſſione) 

But ftrive thou to follow God fully,and to and fait inthe femplicity of the 
truth; and God our Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thee, and bt 
thy guide and Conyſelloure | 


Signed inthename z and bythe appoigtment of the aforeſaid ſeveral 


Chuches meeting in London. 


_ William Kiffen; Edward Harriſon, 
oha Spilsbery, | Richard Graves, 
ofeph Sanſon, Edward Roberts, 

Hugh Goſnell, Thomas Waters, 
| Thomas Pault, Henry Forty, 
ofeph Patſhall, Thomas Young, 
illiam Conſer, John Watſon. 


—_— ——c_SC_T_ et 


be( for worſhipping our G 0d according to our conſciences and rule of ribs | 
and 


i 
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A Confeſhon of Faith of the ſeveral Congregations or 


Churches of Chriſt in Lo»dox, which are commonly 
(though unjuſtly) called Anabeprifts, 


o& H: Lord our God is but * one God, whoſe * ſubſiftence 
iSin bimſelf; whoſe eſſence cannot be comprehended 
by aoy but himaſe)f; who only hath immorcality, dwel- 
ling in the light, which no man can approach unto; 

: Whois in himſelf moſt holy, every way * ioftnite, in 

foreatheſs , 1a £wildome, "power, love, ' mercifull ard' gracious, lorg . 

ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs and truth, who giveth * being, moving and 

preſervation,to all creatures, * x Cor.8.6, If. 44:6.{ 4p. 4649, * £x1443. 14. 

<1 71m,6. 6s * I(4.43:15: © Pſe 147. 5.f Dent. 32.3.5 fob 36 55 Þ Jer. 


| 


| 16. 13, ' Ex04, 34.647. Att. 17.18. Rom.11t.390 


2, In this divine and infinite being, thereisthe! Father, the » Word, and 
the” boly Spirit, each having the whole divine * eflence, yet the efſence un- 
divided ; all infinite without any beginning, therefore buc ? one God, who 
is not to be divided in nature, and being, but diſtinguiſhed by feyeral peculi- 
artelative properties, ' 1 (or. I, 3. John 1.1," Chap. 15.26.% Ex,3.14.? I: 

' O's 8. 6s 
( 3- Godhath 4 decreed-in himſelf , before the world was, conceraing all 


things, * to work, diſpoſe. and bring them about , (according to the Counſell 


ofhis own will) to bis glory : yet without being the Author of fing or having 
fellowſhip with any therin)in which appears his wiſdomin diſpoſing aitthings, 


unchangeableneſs, power and faithfulneſs in accompliſhing: his decree: and 
God had before the Ekatica of the World, fore-ordained ſome men to eter- 


nal life, through Teſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of his grace; leaving . 
the reſt to aR in their fin, to their juſt condemnation , and tothe praiſe of his. 
jultice,?! 1/,46.10.Eph.1.11,Rom.11433.* Pſ. 11g. 3. & 1356.2]. 33.15. 
1 54/8.10.9. 26, Pro.21:6.Ex.21413-Proal6,33. Pf« 144. If. 4 y.7-1cre 14. 
22: ate 6, 28430.Col1.16,17N#7.23.19,20.K0.3.4 ler.iol0. Ep.t. 
4 5» 1ud.446.Prov,1 04, 

Iathe * beginning God madeallthings yery good; . created man after- 
lis own Þ imaoe, filled with all meet perfedion of nature,and free from all ſin; 
but © long he abode not in this honor , Satan uſing the ſubtilty ofthe Serpent, - 
wſeduce firft Eve, then by. her ſeducing Adam; who without any come 
pulion, in catingthe forbidden fruit , © cranſgrefſed the command of God, 
wdfell, whereby * death cam upon a hs polkeriry, ho now ar conceived : 

| 1 


* 


_ RS A Confeſſion of Faith, 
in fin, and by natnre the Children of wrath, the ſervants of fin, the ſubjeg, 


of 5 death, and other miſfries in the world, and for ever, unleſs the Lord Jeſus | 


Chriſt ſet them tree, i Gen, 1.1. Col,1.16. I{2.4 5.1 2.* 1 Cor. 7 $+4 5346, *FEtt. 
7.29, Gene}. 1.4,592 Cordt1ege © 1 719.2, 14, (Gal3e22. 5 RoW,g,12.18, 
19.C hap. 6.21.EPph42s 3. | 

5, Godin his infinite * power and wiſdomegdoth "diſpoſe all things to the 
end for whici they were created, that neither any thing befalls any by chance, 


or Withouc his © proyideoce; and whatſoever befallsthe Ble&, is by his ap. |. 


pointment, for his glory, and their *good,a Job 38.LI., b 1{.46. 10,1. Eccle, 
3.14. c Mat.10.29430.Ex, 21.13.Pro.pt6.33. d Rom. 8.28, 

6, Allthe Ele& being © loyed of God, with an.everlaſting loje, are fredeem, 
ed, quickened, and ſaved,nor by themlelyes, nor by theic own works, leſt an 
man ſhouid boaſt, but onely and wholly by God ot his free 5 grace and merc 
through Jeſus Chriſt, who is mide unto us by God, * wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 


ſan&ficarion and redemption, and all in all, that hetnar rejoicerh might re. | 


Joice inthe Lord. © Fer.31,2, f Ephe1.3. 7, Chap,2.8,9. 1 Theſs.5,9,s Af, 

12. 38.1Cor,5,21.Jereg.23, 24+ 1 Cor.1,30,31. fere 23. 6, h 
7. Andi this is life eternal, that we might know him the onely true God 
and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent, And: on * the contrary, the Lord wil 
render vengeance in flaming fire, to t hem that know not God, and obey not 
zhe Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. | Joh.17.3. Heb, 5. g. * i Theſs.t.8. Joh, 6. 36, 
8, The rule of this knowledgegtaith and obedience, concerning the ronſli 


of God, in which is contained the whole duty of man, is (not' mens laws «| 


traditions, ww”. only the Word of God, contained in the Holy  Seriptures, in 
which is plainly recorded whatſoever is needful for us to know, believe , and 
praQtiſe, which is theonly rule ofholineſs and obedience for all Saints, acal 
-zimes, in all places to be obſeryed, ! Co/.2.23, Mat. 15.9.6: ” John 5. 39. 
2 Tim,3.15416417. 1/.8. 20, Gal, 1. 8,9, At.3.22,23. T 


9. TheLord Jeſus Chriſt,(of whom” Moſes and the Prophets wrotegthe A- 


potles preached) he isthe ® Son of God, the brightneſs of his glory 8c. by 
whom he made the world, who upholdeth and governeth all things 'that ht 


hath made ; whoalſo when the e fulneſs of time was come, was made of: 


woman,of the Tribe of Judah, of the ſeed of Abraham and David; to wit, vi 


the Virgin ary, the holy Spirit coming down upon her, the power of themolt} 


high overſhadow ing her : and he was alſo tempred as we are, yet without fin; 
" Gene3.I5.Chap.22.18.0 49.10. Dan,7.13.9 9.24,25,26.* Prov. $. 24 
Joh.1.142,3. Heb.t,8. ? Gal, 4. 4, Heb, 7. 14. Revag.5. with Gen. 49. 9 


Io. Rom. 1. 3, 41d g, 10. Mat,1, 16, with Lake 3. 23, 26. Heb, 2, 16. 


Af. $243;4» 5+ Heb. 15. 
- 10,4 Jeſus Chriſt is made the Mediator of the new and everlaſting Covenad! 


+ 


of 


PA Confeſſion of Faith, . 3" 
of Grace between God and man, ever to be * perſedtly and: fully the Prophets. 


| Prieft, and King of the Chucch of God for eyermore, 5 x Tim, 2, 3, Heb. 


9, 15+ John 14. 6. * Iſa. 9. 647. | | 

11. Unto this Office he was zppointed by a God from everlaſting, andin 
reſpect of his man-hocd, from the womb called, feparated , and * anointed 
moſt fully and abundantly with all gitts neceflary, God having without mea= 
ſure powred out his Spirit upon him, * Prov, 8, 22. / '[4, 4.2. 6. $ 49+ I5o 


. d Iſa,11-233;445.& G1, 152, with Luke 4. I 75 22. John 1,14. 16. & 3. 34+ 


12, Concerning his Mediatorſhip , the S:riptuce holds forth Chrilt's call 
to his Office : For * none takes this honour upon kim, bur he that is called of 
God, as was Aaron,.it being an aRion of God, whereby a ſpeciall promiſe 
being made, he ordains his Son to this Office, which promiſe is, that Chriſt 
ſhould be made a ſacrifice for fin, that he ſhould ſee his ® ſeed, and prolong his 
dayes, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand: « all of meer free 
and abſolute grace towards Gods elect, and without any condition foreſeen in 
them to procure it, * Heb. 5.44596. * {ſa.53.10,11. ©Joh,3.16. Roms. 32. 
13. This Office to be a Mediator, that is, to be Prophet, Prieſt and King 
of the Church of God, is fo proper to Chriſt, that neither io whole, or any part 
thereof, it cannot be transferred from him to any ether, r Tim, 2. 5. Heb. 7>- 
24. Dan. 7. 14. Alt, 4.12, Luk, 1.33. John 14. 6. 

14. This office to which Chriſt is called,is threefold,as * a Prophet, > Prieſt, 


| and<King ; this number and order of cfhceis neceſſary, for in reſpeR of our 


4 jenorance, we ſtand in need of his Prophetical office; and inreſpe& of our 
great * alienation from God, we need his Prieſtly office to reconcile us; and in - 
reſpe& of ov: averſeneſs and utter inability to return to God,we need his King- 
ly office to * convince, 5 ſubdue, ' draw, ' uphold and * preſerve us to his hea= 
venly Kinedome, * Dewt. 8.15, with As 3.22,23.* Heb.z.1 84+ 14515» - 
© Pſa. 2.6." 2 Cor. 5.20. Atts 26,18, *Col.1, 21.f John. 16. $.5 Pſa.ilo. 
3." Cant. I. 3. John 5.44." Phil, q. 13. * 2 Tim, 4.18. 
I 5. Concerning the Propheſie of Chriſt,it is that whereby he hath * revealed - 
the will of God whatſoever is geedfull for his Servants to know and ® obeys. 
and therefore he is called not onely a Prophet and Dotor, andthe © Apoſtle 
of FIG, and the © Angel of the Coyenant, © but alſo the very wiidom- 
of God,. in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdome and knowledge , who - 
for ever continueth revealing the ſame truth of the Goſpel to his People. * / oh. 
T-TE. & 12. 49, 50.& 15. & 17. $. Dexut, 18,15, * Hat, 23. 10, © Heb; 
3e 1. * Mal, 3. 1.* 1Cor.1.24.Col, 2.3. | 
16, That be might bea Prophet every way compleat, it was neceſſary be- 
ſhould be God, and alſo that he ſhould be man: for upleis he had beca o__ 


4 | A Confeſſion of Faith, | 
could neyer have perfeRly underſtood the will of God ; and unleſs he had been 
man, he could not ſuitably haye unfolded it in his own perſon to men. 


John 1.18. Ads 3. 22. with Deut. 18. 15e Heb. 1, I, Thar Jeſus Chriſt is God, iz 
wondeifull clearly expreſſed in the Scriptures ; he is called, The mighty God, Wa 


9, 6. That word wis God, John 1. r. Ckrift who is God over all, Rom. 9. 5. God mas: 


niſeſted in the fleſh, 1 Tims 3.16: The lame is yery God, 1 John 5. 20. He is the fiifh, 
Rev 1.8 hc gives being to all things , and without him was nothing made, John tx. 2. 
He forgiveth' ſins, Mart, 9. 6 He is before Abraham, John 8. 48. He war, and is, and 
ever will be the ſame, Heb. 13 $8. He is alwayes with his to the end of the world, Mar. 
28, 2G, which conld not be ſaid of Jeſus Chriſt if he were not God. And to the Son he 
ſaith, Thy Throne, O God is for ever and ever, Heb. 1.8, John j. 18. AR.20. 28. Al- 
fo, Chrift is nor only perfeRly God, but perfet Man, made of a woman, Gal 4.4 made 
ofthe ſeed of David, Rom. 1, 3» Coming out of the loins of David, AR. 2. 30, of 
Fefſe and Fudab, ARs 13+ 23 In that the Children were partakers of fleſh and bloed, 
he himſels like wiſe ccok part with them, Heb. 2. 14» he took not on him the nature 
of Angel:, bur the ſeed of Abraham, .verſe 16- So that we are bone of his bone, and 


ficſh ot his fleſh, Eph 5. 30. So that he thar ſan&ifieth, and they that are ſanRified, are 
all of one, Heb. 3. 1 1, See Ads 3. 22. Deut» 18. 15. Heb. 1.1. 


17. Concerning his *Prieſthood, Chriſt haying ſanRified bimſelf, hath 
appeared onceto put away fin , by that one offering of himfelf a ſacrifice for 
fin, by which he hath fully finiſhed and ſuffered all things God required for 
the '* Swap of his Ele&, and removing all Rites and Shadows,&ec, And is now 
eatered within the yeil , into the Holy of Holies,which is rhe preſence of God, 
Allo, he makes his people a ſpiricual heuſe y an holy Prieſt-hood to offer up 
Spiritual ſacrifice acceptible to God through him, Neither doth the Father 
accept, or Chriſt offer rorhe Father any other worſhip or worſhippers: * Joh, 
17.19. Heb, 3.74849, 10.11. Row. 5.19 Eph.g.2. Col.1.20.Eph2. 143 

I 59416, Rom, 8. 34. Heb,9.24: 8.1, I Pet. 2, 5. John. 23, 24. 

| 18, This Prieſt-hood was not legal to temporary, but according to the Ot- 
der of * Melchiſedec, and is ſtable and perfeR, nor for a ® time, bur for e- 
ver, which is ſuitable to Teſus Chriſt, ay to him thateyer liveth: Chriſt was 


the Prieft, Sacrifice, and Altar he was a Pneſt , according to both natures, | 
he was a ſacrifice according to his humane nature z whence in « Scripture ir is 
attributed to his body, to his © blood : yetthe effeRualneſs of this Sacrifice 

did depend upon his divine nature , therefore it is called the blood of God. He 


was the Altar accorging to his © divine nature, it belonging to the * Altar to 
faoRifie r-at which is offered upon itg8e fo it ought to be of greaterdignity than 
the ſacrifice itſelf, » Heb, 7. 19. Þ Heb,7.16,18,19, 20, 21,24, 255*Heb. 
5.6.*Hecb.,10. 10,1 Pet, 1.18, rg. Col.1.20,22. Heb. g, 13. Ats 20,28, 
f Fleb. 9.14. & 12+ 10, 12, I5.John17.19- 

16. Concerning his Kingly Office, * Chtiſt being riſen from the dead, and 
aſcended into heaven and having all power in heaven and earth, he doth ſpi- 


zitually govern bis Church , anddoth exerciſe his power over all Angels and 


men, 


A 


A Confeſſion of Faith, Wy © 
medy. good and bad, tothe preſeryation and falyation of the Ele&, anti to the 


 over-culing and defteuRtion-of his enemies, By his Kingly power, he appli” 


«þ the benefits, virtue, and fruits of his Prophecie and Prieti-hood to his EleCts 


ſubduing their wy 0967s, and frenothnino them in all their conflicts a- 


ozinſt Satan, the World, and the fleſh; Keeping their Nearts in faith, and filial 


fear by his Spirit : by this his mighty power he ruleth the veſſels of wrath , u- 
ſing, limiting and reſtraining them as,ir ſeems oood to his infinite wiſdome. 


by Cor. 15.4 I Pet, 3-2T, 22s at. 28.18, I9y 20, Lake 24. © le oAtt. 


' 4.1, & 5+ 30, 3I. John 19. 36, Roms, 14. 9. Johns. 26, 27 Rom. 5.6, 
. 9,8. & 14+ 17. Gal. 5.22, 23. Mark, 1, 27. Heb, 1, 14. jobs 16, 15: 


Job I. 8, Rom, FT. 2Tg1 318, 


20. This his Kingly power ſhall be more fully manifeſted, when be ſhall 
come in oloty to reign among his Saints, when he ſhall put down all rule and 
authority under his feet, that the glory of the Father may be perfetly manifch- 
edin bis Sonne, and the glory of the Father and the Son in all his Membeis. 
Eph, 4+ 174 18. 2 Pet. 2. 1Cor.I5. 24,28. Heb. g. 28. 2 Theſſ. 1.9, 
10s 1 Theſſ. q» 15316, 17. Tohn17, 21,26. 

21s Jeſus Chriſt by bis death did purchaſe ſalvation for the Ele&t that God 
gaye unto him $ Theſe haye intereſt in him, and bein o called, have fellowthip 
with him, for whom he makes interceſſion to his Father in their behalf, and 
to them doth God by his Spirit apply this Redemption, as alſo the fice gift of e- 
emal life and glory isgiven to them and none elſe, Eph. 1. 14. Heb, 5. 
9. Mat: 1.21: John 17.6. Heb, 7. 25» IT Cor. 2. 12» Ro, &: 29, 30» 
I jobs 5. 12. John 15.13. John 3.16. 

| 22, PFaithisthe * gift of God, wrought in the hearts ef che Ele&, by the 
Spirit of God;by which they come to know and believe the truth of the * Scri, 
puures, ard the exccllency of them aboye all other writings, ard all thirgs 


| Ia the world, as they hold forth the glory of God in his-attribures , ths 


axcellency of Chriſt in his nature and cffices, and of the pewer and fulnels of 
the Spiric in its workings and operations, and ſo areinabled to caſt their ſouls 
von this truth thus believed. 2 Eph. 2. $. John 6. 29. & 4. 10s Phil. 1.29. 
Gal: 5. 22.6 John 17. 17. Heb. 411,12. Tchn 6. 62. 
- 23, All choſe that have this precious [faith] wrought nthem by the Spirits 
can never finally or torally fall away, fceing the gifts of God are without rc- 
pentance, fo that he (till begers andnouriſheth in them faith, repentance, love, 
joy, hepe, and all the graces of the Spirit-unto immortality ; and though ma- 
by forms and floods ariſe, and beat againſt them, yet they ſhall never be able 
to take them cf that foundation and rock, which by faith they are taſtned up- 
0; notwithſtanding, through unbelief and the temptations of Satan, the fen- 
libleGght of this light and loye be clouded and oyerwhelmed for a time ; yet 
Godis (till the fame,and they ſhall be ſure to be kept by the power of God uri« 
Es” X 


42 | | 


tO 


& A Confeſſion of Faith, 

to ſalyation , where they ſhall enjoy their purchaſed poſſeſſioh, they beigg 
engrayen upon the palms of his hands, and their names having been written in 
the book of life ſrom all eternity, Afar. 7.24, 29. John 1 3. 10» John to, 
28, 29, 1-Pet, 1. 4, 5, 6, 1ſ4.49- 13,1431 5,16» 

24, Faith is ordinayly(a)begotten by the preaching of the Goſpel,or wad 
of Chriſt,without reſpe& to(b) any power or agency lin the creature; but it be. 
ing wholy(c) paſlive, ard deadin hg. ou and (ins, doth believe, and is con. 
verted by no Jeſs(d)power than that which raiſed Chriſt from the dead,aRom; 


IO.I 7 I Cor, 1.28. b Rom,9.19+«C Eztk, I6o16, Rom, 3.12, d Roms,'. 16. | 


Ephe|.1.19.Col.2.12.. 
25. Thepreaching of the Goſpel to the converſion of finners,is [4]abſolutely 
flee; no way. requiring as abſolutely neceſſary, any qualifications,preparoti. 
ons, or terrors of the Law, or preceding Miniſtry of the Law ; but onely and | 
alone the naked ſoul,[ 5 ]a finnergand ungodly,toreceive Chriſt crucified, dead} 
and buried, and riſen 7gain, who is made a Prince and a Sayiour for ſuch 
fianers as through the Goipell ſhall be bro uoht to believe on him, a Johy 3, 
I4I5.0 I. 12, 1ſai55. 1. loho7.37. 61 Tim. 1. 15, Rom. 4« 5. & 
5.8. Afts 5,30, 3I.& 2+ 36. 1.Cor. I. 22, 24 
26. The ſame power that converts to faith in Chriſt, carrieth-on theſ a]ſoul 


through all duties, temptations, conflicts, ſufferings ; and wharſoeyer a be. | 


lieyer is, he1s by [5]grace, and is carried on in all obedience, and termptati- | 
ens, by the ſame, a 1 Per.1.5. 2 Cor.1 2.9. b 1Cor.i5.10. c Phil, 2. 13, 
13. lokn.15, 5. Gal 2.19420. | ey” 

27, All believers are by Chriſt united to God ; by which union , God is 
one With them, and they are one with him and that all belieyers are the[]Sons 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, ro whom belong all the promiſes of thi 
life, andthat which is co come, a 1Theſ, 1,1. John 17:21. & 20. 17. Heb, | 
2cT.1, 12,16, 6 Gal.2.19, 20. 

28. Thoſe that have unioo with Chriſt,are juſtified from [4]all their finges | 
by the bloud of Chriſt, which Juſtification 18 a gracious and full acquirance| 
of a guilry ſinner from all fin by God, through the ſatisfaRion that (*brift hath 
made by his death for all their fins,& this is to be applied by the Spirit through | 
believing. 4 1 Johs 1+7, Heb,10.14. & 9426. 2 Cor. 5.19. Rom. 3.23, Ath | 
13.3893 9. Rom. $.l.& 3+ 29430. 


= 


29. All belieyers are a holy and[a\ſanduificd people,and that fanRificationis | 


a ſpecial fruit of the [5] new coyenant, and an eff*R ofthe c] love cf God 
manifeſted in the ſoul, whereby the believer preſſeth after a heavenly and E- 
vangelical obedience toall the commands, which Chriſt as Head ard Kiogin 
the new Covenant hath preſcribcd tothem. a 1 Cor, 1.1 Pere2. 9. + Eph 


I, 4».C 1. Joby 4. 16» ate 20, 20... R 30. Al 
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by the Father, and brought forth by the blood of C 


A (onfeſſion of F aith, 7 7 
26, All believers through the knowledge of » that juſtification of life oiyen 
brilt , have as their oreat 


privilege of that new ® Covenant peace with Gcd, and reconciliation, where= 
by they that were afar off, are made nigh, by © that blood, and haye * peace 


paſſing all underſtanding ; yea, joy in God through our Lord Jeſus Chiitt, by 
* whom we have received theattonement, * 2 Cor, 5.19. Row. 5, 9,10." Iſa. 


44+ T0, & 26, | & Eph, 2, I 3zI 4, T Eph, 4» T. Rom, Jo IO, Ii, 


31. All believers in the time of this life, are in a continual * warfare and 
combate agaiaft fin, ſelf, the world and the Devil, and ace liable co all manner 
of affli&ions, ® tribulations and perſecutions, being * predeſtinated and ap- 

ioted rhereunto, and whatſoever the Saints poſſeſs or enjoy of God ſpiritu- 
ally,is by faith; and outward and temporal things are lawtully enjoyed by a 
civil right, by them who haye *no faith, * Ron, 7. 23, 24, Eph. 6:10, 11, 
12,13.* Heb.2.9,10. 2 Tim, 3,12. Rom, 8, 29.1 Theſſ, 3.3. Gal. 2,19, 
20, 2 Cor. 5.7. © Dente2ecg. | 

32, Zhe only ſtrength the Saints are enabled with to encounter all oppo- 
ions and ®tryals, is ? only by Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Caprain of their Sal» 


| mation, being made perfeR through « ſufferings, who hath en aged his faithe 


fulneſs and ſtrength to affiſt them in all cheic afflitions, and to uphold chem in 


| alltheirtemprations,and co preſerye them by his power to his everlaſting King- 
| Gomandglory. * Fohn:16.33.* John 15. 5, Phil.g.1t. © Heb.a2.9,t0.2Tim. 


18, 
; 33. Jeſus Chriſt hath here onearth a ſpiritual Kingdome , which is bis 
Church , whom ne hath purchaſed and redeemed to himſelf as a peculiar in« 
heritance z which Church isa company of viſible Saints, ® called and ſepara- 
ted from the World, by the Word and « Spirit of God, to the 'yiſible profeſſi- 


| ofthe faith of the Goſpel, © being baptized into thatfaith, -and joined to 


teLord, andeachto other, by mutual conſent inthe © praQtical enjoyment 
of the ordinances, commanded by Chriſt their Head and King. * JAat.I 1.11 


| 2Theſc1.T5.0 1 Cor.t.2-Epheſa1.1.” Romt.7. Aft.tg. 8.9. & 26. 19. 2 


Cor,6.17.Keve18.4. © AF.2,39 with 10.37, Rom.10,10. Mar 18.1920. 


| Af-2.42.* Aft. 9.26, 1 Pete2,5e 


34, To this Church he * hath made his promiſes, and given the figns of his 
-oyenant, Þ preſence, acceptation, loye, © bleſſing, and © proteQtion, Here 
arethefountains and ſprings of his heayenly graces e flowing forth,to refreſh and 
firengthen them, * Jat.28.1 8,19, 20. 1 Cor.1 I.24.0 3.21. 2 Cor. 6:18, 
Rom,g.4. Fo Pſa 1 3334.5, 977443 .7,1O. © Eztk, 47+2o | 

35. And all bis Servanis, 'of all eftates (are to acknowledge him * to be 
their Prophet, Prieſt, and King: ) and called thither to beenrolled among 
tishouſhold ſervants , to preſent their bodies and ſouls, and to bring their 


2 oifts 


g A. Confeſſion of Faidh, 
 oifts God bath given them, to.be under his heayenly condudt and gvertmegy, 
co lead their lives in this walled Sheepfold , and watered 6 Garden, to hay 
communion here with, his Saints, that they may be aſſured that they are made 
meet to be partakers of their c inheritance in the Kingdom of God;ge to ſupp] 
each others wants, inward and outward ; and (although each perſon hat 
2 4 oreny in tis own «ſtate , yet they are to ſupply each others wants, ac. 
cording as their e ecefiity ſhall require , that the name of Jeſus f Chriſt mz 
not be blaſphemed through the necellity of any in the Church alſo being | 
come, they are here by himſelf to be bzſtowed 1n their ſeyeral order, due place, 
peculiar uſe, being ficly:compatt and knit together g according to the cftecu, 
all working of every part, to the edifying of it ſelf in loye. a As 2,41,47, 
Tſa.4.3. 1 Cor. 12. 6,7, 12.18, Ez.20,40.37. b Cant. 4.12, Eph. 2.19 
Rom, 12, 456. Col. 1. 12. & 2.5. 6429, CAits 20, 32. deAtti 
5. 4 © Aﬀts 2.44445» © 4434335, © Lntke 14. 26, 1 7:1, 6, 1, 8 Eph, 
;. I'6, | 
by 36.. Being thus joined, every. Church 2 hath power given them from Chiif | 
for their wel=being, to chuſe amongſt themſelves meet perſons for þ Elders and 
Deacons, being qualified according to the Word, c as thoſe which Chriſt hat | 
appointed in his Teſtament, for the feeding, governing, ſerving, and buildire| 
up of his Church, and that none haye any power to 4 impoſe on them | 
ther theſe or any other, a A.1.23, 26. 6,3. With 15. 22, 25. bRom | 
T247,8.C17im,y3., 2.6,7,0.1 Cory 12, 8, 28. Heb; 13, 7.17. 1 Pet,sl 
T,233. M1 Pet. 4. IF. | 
. That the Miniſters lawfully called as aforeſaid, ought to continue i} 
their calling and place, according to Gods ordinance, and carefully to feel} 
the flock of God committed to them, not for filthy lucre , but of a read 
mind, Hebt5:4, Tohn 10,3,4: Alts 20.28,29, Rom:12.7,8 Heb.13) 
17:1 Pet, 5,142.4: LS 
' 38: Baptiſm is an Ordinance of the a New Teſtament, eiven by.Chriſt, tf 
be diſpenſed upon perſons profeſling faith,or that are made diſc iples z who up} 
opprofefſſion of faith, and deſiring of ir, ought to be baptized, and after i 
parrake of the Lords Supper. a Mat. 28,184 19. Tohs 4oT, Mark 
15316, Atts 2, 37,38, 0 86 36, 37, 38. & 8. 
39. That the way and manger ofthe @ diſpenſing this ordinance , isdip 
ping or poging the body under water ; it being a ſign, muſt anſwer the thing 
fionified, whichris, that intereſtthe- Saints haye in the þ death, buriall, and 
teſutreQtion of Chriſt e And that as certainly as the body is buried under ws 
ter, and riſen again, ſo certainly ſhall the bodies of the Saints be raiſed by ti 
power of Chriſt, in theday of the relurre&iongto reign with Chriſt, a 4 
36.16, Mar, 1.5.9,rcads[into Torday] in Greek John 3.23, Atts $,38.bv 
Ayo & 7414-With Heb, 10. 22, Rom, 6, 3, 45526, 1 Cors 153 28, 29. 1 
[OM Soo : 
S 


all 


0, 


A Confeſſion of Faith. 9 
word Baptiſo fgnifies to dip or plunges yet ſo as convenient Garments be bot 
pon the Admmiſtrator and Subjeit with all mageSty, which is alſo our pra* 
Hice » 65 many eye witneſſes canteſtify. 

40, The perſon defigned by Chriſt co diſpenſe B2 priſm, the Scripture holds 
forth to be a diſciple; it beiog no where tied to a particular Church-Officer , 
or perſon ex:raordinarily ſent, the commiſſion injoining the admiziltration , 
being given to them as conſidered diſciples, being me1 able to preach the Gol- 


_ © pel. 1ſ4.8.16, Epheſ, 3,7. at. 28,19, John.g.2, Att.20, 7. chap. 11, 20. 


1 Cor. It. 24\Wwith I Cor,loJdG,I 7. Roma 6.2, | 

41. Chriſt hath likewiſe given power to his Church to receive in, and caſt. 
out, any Member that deſerves it; and this power is given to every Congrega- 
tion, and not to one particular perſon, either Member or Officer, bur 1n re- 
lation to the whole body, in refecence to their taith and fellowſhip. Mar. 18. 
17,1 Cor.5.4.13. With 12.60243, 2 (07. 2, 647s 

42. And eyery particular Member of each Church, how excelient, great 
or learned ſoeyer, 1s ſubject to this cenjureand judgementz and that the Church 
ought not without great care and tenderneſs, and due advice , byche rule of | 
faith and truth, to proceed againſt her Members. Mat.18.16, 17,18. Ats 
TI. 243. I 7im.5.,19,20,21, Col.4.17, Atis 15, 15243. | A 

43. Chriſt for the keeping of this Church in holy and 6xderly communion 
placeth ſome ſpeciall men oyer the Church, who by their office are to govern » 
oyer-ſce, viſit, watch, fo likewiſe for the,better keeping therof, in all places by 
the Members, he hath given authority, and laid duty upon all to watch over 
one another, Att,20 27,28, Heb. 3.17, 24. Mat, 24-45. 1 Theſ.5.2, T4» 


Jude 3, 20. Heb,10.34935. & 124 15-1 Cor.14.3.7c. 


44+, All ſuch towhom God hath given gifrs in che Church , may and.ought 
to prophelie, according to the proportion of fairhyand ſo to each publickly the | 
word of God, for the edification, exhortation, \and comfort of the .Church. . 
Rom, I3.6, I Pet 4.Iogl Ie 1 {or.1 2.7. I 7 37 pan " 

45. Thus beingrightly gathered, and continuing in the obedicace of . the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, none are co ſeparate for faults and corrnptions(for as long as | 
the Church confiſts of men ſubjeR to failings,there will. be diffceace in the true - 
coaſticured Church) until they have, in due order, and tenderneſs, ſought re= 
dreſs thereof. Rev. 2. 3£ch.eAt.15.12. 1Cor.Je10, Inde 1 9. Rev, 2. 20g. 
21,22; At.15.1,2, Rom14.1. and 15.1,293- 

. 46, Andalthough the particular Congregations be diftin& and ſeveral * bo. 
dies, eyery one aSa compact and knit® City within it ſelf ; yer are they. all to - 
walk by © one rule of truth; So alſo they (by all meang convenient)are to haye 
the counſel and help * one of another, if neceſſity require it, as members of - 
one body, in the common faith, under Chriſt their Head, : 4 1 Cor,4.17. and 
14.33.6.4ud 16.1.6 Pſ.122.3.Epheſc2,12,19 ih Rev. 21.0.1, Tim 3156 


4 AtF. 15.293. Cants8, 1.4.3 3,14.,. 47 


10 A Confeſſion of Faith, 


47. Acivil(a)Magiſtracy is an Ordinance of Godzſet up by him for the py. 
niſhmenrt of eyil doers , and for the praiſe of them that do well ; and tha, 
in all lawfull things, commanded by them, ſubjeRion ought to be given by 
usin the Lord, not onely for wrath, bur for conſcience ſake ; and that we are 
to make ſupplications, and prayers for Kings, and all that are in authority 


that under them we may live a quiet and peaceable life » in all codlinefle and 
noneſiy, (4) Rom. 13, 1, 2, 344; 1 Pet, 2.134 14, 17 11.2.1,233 


48. That we have great cauſe to bleſs God,and to be thankful for the peace I} " 


and liberty we eajoy in theſervice of our God: under the prefeat government; 
bur if the Magiltrate ſhould not fayour us herein, ( « ) yet we dare not 
ſuſpend our practice, becauſe we believe we ought to.go on in obedience to 
Chrift, in proteſting the Faich which was oncedelivered to the Saints , Which 
Faith is declared in the holy Scriptures, and this our Confeffion of Faith a. part 
thereof,and that we are to witnels to the truth of-the Old and New Teſtament 
unto the death if neceſſity require, in the midft of all tryals and affli ions,as 
his Saints of old haye done ; notaccounting our c00ds, lands,wives, children, 
fathers, mothers, brethren, (ers, yea, and our own lives dear unto us,f6 


we may finiſh our courſe with joy, remembring alwaies that we ought to{5)0. | 


bey God rather than men; who wilwhen we have finiſhed our courſe , and 
Kept the faithygive us(c)the crown of righteouſneſs; ro(4)whom we mult give 
an account of all' our ations, nomanbeing able to diſcharge us of the 


lame (a) AFﬀs 2.40, 41. and 4.19. and 5. 28, 29,41. 41d 20. 23.1 The, 
34Je Phil, I.28929, Daz. Jo I6, I7. and 6. T» LOg 22923, (6)1 Tim,6. T3, | 
Is 15. Rom, 12.18. 1 (0. 14 37-(c) Rev.2.20.(4)2 Tim, 4.6,7,8.Kom, | 
14.10,12., 2 Cor,5.1o, Pſal.qg.7.Pſ.50.22, At,8.38.4nd 10.132.35e 44 | 


Rom, 16.23.Denut 6.13. K99.1.9. 


49. Itis lawfull for a Chriſtian to be a Magiſtrate or civil Officer;and alſo |} 
tis lawful to take an oath, ſo it be in truth, and in judgement , and in righ- | 
teouſneſs, for confirmation of truth , and ending of all Acifz; andrhat by | 
Taſh and vain oaths the Lord is provoked, and this land mourr's, 2 Cor, 10. | 


'TI. Ter«4.2, Heb. 6. I6.1 T heſ. 4.6. Rom. 1 Jo $4657 Ant 22.21.Tit,z, | 


$0. VVeare to give unto all mien whatſoever is their due, as their place, | 


-age, eſtate require; and that we defraud no man of any thing, but do unto 
all men as we would they ſhould do unto us, 1 Pet, 2,15, 17- and 5.5, Eph. 


5. 2I ;23, 41nd 6,1, 9. Tit, 3.1, 293. 


5I, There ſhall-be a” a)ReſurreRion of the dead, both of the juſt and unjaſt, | 
and every one ſhall give an account of himſelf ro God,chat every one may re- 


.ceivethe things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be cood or bad. («) Af. 24.25, 2Core3.10, 


OE agree ng oy 2 © 


IJ 


The 


'Fhe Conclufjon, 


Hws we defire to give unto Chriſt that which is his, and unto 
all lawful authority that which is their due, and to owe no- 


thing to any man but love ;, tolive quietly and peaceably, as it be- 
" cometh Saints, endeavouring in all thin g5 to keep a good conſcience, 


and to do unto every man (of what judgement ſocver ) as we wonld - 
they ſhould dountous 5 that as our praQiceis, ſoit may prove us to 
be a conſcionable, quiet, and harmleſs people (m0 waies dangerous 


or troubleſome to humane ſociety )and to labour and work with our 


hands, that we may not be chargeable to any , but to give to himthat 
needeth , both friends and enemies , accounting it more excellent 
to givethan to receive» Alſowe confeſs that we know but in part, 
and we are ignorant of many things which we defrre@&* ſeek to know,. 
and if any ſhall do us that friendly part , to ſhew us from the 
word of God that we ſee not , we fhall have cauſe tobe thank full to 
God and them. But if any man ſhall impoſe upon us any thing that 
we ſee not commanded by our Lord Teſas Chriſt , we ſhould in his 
firength rather embrace all reproaches &* tortures of men, to be ſtript 
f all outward comforts, and if it were poſſible, to ay a thouſand 
eaths, than to ds any thing againſt the leaſt tittle of the truth - 
of God,or againſt the light of our own conſciences; And if any ſhall © 
call what we have ſai4Hereſy then do we with the Apoſtle acknowledg, . 
that after the way they call hereſie, worſhip we the God of our Fathers, 
diſclaiming all Hereſtes (rightly ſo called) becauſe they are again$t- 
Chriſt, and to be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, alwaies abounding in 0+ 
_ to Chriſt, as knowing our labour ſhall not.be in vain in the 
Lords 
P$SAL 74. 21,22. 


Ariſe, O Goa, pleadthine own canſe ; Remember how the fooliſh man blaſe - 
phemeth thee daily. 
0 let not the oppreſſed return aſhamed, bat let the poor and needy praiſe thy 
name, 


Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. . 
| | MM To» 


JW 


4s 
Zo all the Churches of God ſanGifiedin Chriſt Teſws , called to be 


Saints, with all thas in every place profeſs the name of Ieſus Chriſt our 
Lord, both theirs and onrs. | 


Beloved Brethres, 


x@@Aving theſe many years, through the grace and free mercy of our Gog, 

P been kept in the profeſſion of the name of Chriſt , contained in the 
A - holy Scriptures of the P: ophets, and Apoſtlesz and finding the ex- 
A ceeding benefit and comfort of walking with God in fome meaſure 
9 tvitable to what he hath made known unto us 3 and well knowing 

that we are called to live in the laſt ages of the world , wherein ini- 

| © quity abounds, and the love of many waxeth cold; as likewiſe con. 
ſidering thoſe peculiar times ſpoken of in the '2 of Tim: 3. +1. '&c. are come upon uz, 
wherein men who ſometimes have made a large profeſſion of God and godlineſs,are turn- 
ed afide co commit all manner of uncleannefs with greedineſs, having turned the grace 
of our Lord Jeſus into laſciviouſnels , calling darkneſs light , and light darkneſs , by 
means of whom the way of truth is evil ſpoken of , and many poor fouls throngh remp- 
cations ready to quit their profeſſions,and to be taken with their ſnares z we chovght it 
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our duty to declare our utter difiike, abhorring, and deteftation of all ſuch evil perfons, b 

and -waies , who ſhall under any pretence whatſeever plead for ,: or praQtife any way of | 

| ungodlineſs- | he 
[0 And having been thropgh the goodneſs of our God , inabled to difcern the ſecret | 


and ſubtil defigns and ſnares of Satan, which he hach laid to entrap poor ſouls in ; by 
carſying them from Step to ſtep, untill they have been wholly captivated in his Snares, | ji 
ard fitted by him ro do him ſervice- 

We could do no lefs , than according to that meaſure of light we have received from | 
the Lord , to diſcover his Wiles, and Straragems, and to caution all that profeſs the 
fear of the Lord , to watch over their own hearts, and waies, and to take heed leſt | 
they fall into the ſame condemnation. 

' For this we have found , thar that way which God in his infiaite wiſdome , taketh 
to bring ſouls unto himſelf by, viz. the preſenting unto men his great love, in giving 
Jeſus Chriſt co ſuffer death, and his great ſalvation to all thar believe in his name , Sa* 
tan , that old Serpent, throvgh his inſtruments, under the ſpecious pretences of beating 
men off from all falſe reſts , endeavours-with all his ſtrengrh ro oppoſe and make void; 
perſwading the Sons.and daughters of:men , thar what is declared concerning rhe death 
of Chriſt at Jeruſalem , and: his bearing cur iniquities in his own body upon the 
Croſs , is but a meer hiſtory ard ſhadow 35 that the Scitpiures are but a letter, and the 
Ordinances of Got bur fleſhly forms , thereby labouring to begert in the peoples minds 
a contempt » and ſlighr eſteem of Chiift , his Word , and Ordinances 3 and thr he 
might cheat them to purpoſe , tells them ofa God within, anda Chriſt within, and 
a Word within: and that God, and Chrifty and they, are one, withouc any troe diſtin 
knowledge of the trne meaning of that which is exprefſed z whereby poor ſouls with 
great and ſwelling words of vanity , triumph ina great myltery ot nicer nothing , but F 
emptineſs and confufion, ſpeaking things whereof they know not 3 ana many poor 
fouls knowing ſuch expreffiens to be Scripture phraſes , do greedily embrace them) 
without a true, diftin&, and clear ynderſtanding the ſenſe of what is ſpoken 4 having | 
the perſons of thoſe who ſpeak ſuch language in great admiration, as the chief, rendets | | 
£þar itable, Kkaowing, high and ſpiritual Chriftians 3 whereas indeed although the "_ 

po- 
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Heart-bleedings for Profeſſors abomindt ions. 13 


3 i 
ſpoken by thery, are many of them true in themſelves (without which Satan conld nor 


{a effeQeally deceive) as that God and Ciriſt,and the Spirtic, dwell in gs, and rhat Gcd 
1nd Chriſt, and the Sainte, are one 3 Yet are we to underſtand this unjon to be only in a 
way of relation through participation of the ſame Spirit, and this dwelling to be only in 
reſpe& of grace, and powerful operation and influence, working ia the hearts of belie- 
rers, according to the tenor of the New Covenant, in making men hoſy and humble, pu- 
ifying rheir hearts, caufing them to walk in all good conſcience towards God and Man, 
ll which by them is trampled underfoor, and another kind of anion , and indwelling 
ariven at in their diſcourſes, . which alchoogh covertly expreſſed, until by ciaft and fub- 
tiliry they have prepared the hearts of fimple and unſtable ſouls, to receive whatſoever 
they ſhall ſuggeſt unto them, yer then is openly diſcovered , being indeed the root of 
41] bitterneſs and deſperate prophaneſs and blaſphemy , that can be imagined in the 
world : for from thence they conclade, that themſelves are God,and Chriſt, and what 
God is, they are, and what they are, God is, for ſay they, there is no ſpi: it but one, and 
ſo deny any createdAngel or Spirit 3 holding upon the fame account the living ſcul in 
man to be uncreated, and ſo eonſequenily to be God himſelf, and not created by God- 
Now this being the ground-work of their deluſio2, the building is anſwerable. 
For firſt, Concludiog the reaſonable ſonl ro be God. | 
Secondly, they afficm that this ſon! being clothed with their humane hodies,or fleſh, 
is Chrift, or God in fleſh; herenpon they imagine rhar Jeſus Chriſt (poken cf in the Go- 
ſpel, as being born of the Virgin Mary, accuſed by the Fews, delivered by Pilate to be 
aucifyed , dying at Ternſelem apon the Croſs, rifing the third day, and aſcending into 
heaven, is only to be underſtood parabolically, or figuratively, ſpeaking of one thing , 
and intending another 3 pointing at, and Prefiguring a work only within us > concei- 
ving the Virgin Mary,the Jews, Pilate, Jeruſalem, the Croſs , Chriſt riſing 2nd aſcen- 
ding, ſpoken of in the Scriptures, to be all within chem , and no ſuch thing ſubſtan:ially 


or in truth wHhout. 


As they conclude all things ſpoken of Chriſt, to be but in a typicall, or figurative 


manner 5 intending andrypifying our this God within, or God incarnate in their ficſh, 


ſtill weaning their reaſonable fools, conceiving this to be the ſubſtance of a!l choſe 
ſhadows 3 ſo alſo upon this ground they are forced to conclude the whole new Tefſta- 
ment, with all the Dofrines, Laws, Rules, and Adminiſtrations of the ſame , to be 
but a ſhadow or figure, holding forth a ſubſtance within. . As for inftance, Moſes and 
Azron, being but figares of the ſubſtantiall Saviour , and Prieſt ro eome, ſo the admi- 
niſtrations of Moſes as Moſaicall , were but fleſhly and carnall adminiftrations, ro be 
doliſhed when the ſubſtance was come ,. they being only ſhadows of good things ro 
come 3 1n ike manner do they underftand Chriſt in his perfon , to be bur a ſhadow of 
Giſt within , and all his heavenly and ſpiricual Goſpel to be but a letter and carnal! hi- 
liory put to an end and abolifhed , when they once come co apprehend that the fub- 
ſtance of all is within. They comming alſo to believe that the ſoul is God,do thence infer 
that they are peife&,$e that they are in as happy eſtate as can bezfor this they urge, 1 Cor. 
15-24.to the 28.to ſhew when the kingdom is delivered up to the Father, all his people 
come to a more immediate enjoymenr of God the Father, and then Chrift ceafeth his 
Mediatorſhip, and conſequently, all his New Teſtamenrt ceaſeth : now they conclude 
that'all this is accompliſhed when they come to diſcern there is bur one ſpititzand theirs 
ſoul that ſpirit which is God, and then they are in the pofſefiien of all things. 
and ſeeing that the Scripture declares that before cur full pofſeſſion of God and Gio: 
[Jy there muſt be a remporal death , and reſurreRion of the body,and eternal judge- 
ment , they vpon the former FOR. judging themſelves already glorified, co under- 


ſtand 
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' Fand this death of the body in all ſuch Scriptures myſtically, and that the ReſurreRigq | we 
and eternal jadgement , are paſſed already in the ſoul, as Hymeneus and Philetus dig, | or 
2 Tim. 2- 18. compared with 1 Tim 1. 19+ Thence alſo they conclude » Thar faith 
ard juſtification by Chriſt, together withall the v6 ge of Chrift , are aboliſhed, z 
flcſhly forms, like unto Chviſt that appointed chem, above and withour all which, | th 
they triumphantly (in their own fancies) live when they once have attained this ſuper- | on 
eminent life (a5 they ſpeak) of being in the ſnll fruition of God , comprehending tha | w 
infiaite being, (which they blaſphemovſly afficm themſelves ro do) intruding chemſely | al 
1ato things they are altogether ignorant of: Hereupon is it that they » as Peter. ſaith, | dat 
ſcoff at any ſecond comming of Chriſt » 2 Pet. 3- 3+ 4+ and mock at the holy Scrip. | to 
tures , tho'e heavenly Oracles of God , denying them to be the word of God, or tha | by 
Law by which they ovght to conform their lives,conceiving and utrering thar thete is no 
law nor rulez bur what is in man, his light being his only law , that is to ſay , wharf for 
ever that Spirir that dwels within Cwhich they call Gcd within) diftares co them, that | 
ought to be done by them, ſtrengthening themſelves with this opinion , thar there x bu 
no fin but what contradiRs a mans own light (which is a mans onely law.) and fin is on- 
ly fin to him thar thinks ir ſo, and that there is no hell bur that torment that men ſv | ani 
tain through croffing their own light (which God knows is nothing but thick darkack) | crc 
from theſe prineiples the deſperately wicked and deceitfull hearts of men fortified in| - 
their ſins , having now their conſcience ſeared with a hot Irony account it their. onely | 38 
1iſery and hel,that they are troubled ar any thingbe it never ſo abominadblezthus caſting | are 
off all trouble and remorſe of fin, they follow the law of their own mind , (as they nec; | Gt 
maſt, conceiving their own ſouls to be the only eternal God ) and whatſocyer their ei] 
hearts are naturally inclined to, whether Drunkennefs,Curfing, Swearing, or Whoredone | of 
(althovgh for a time their principles do ner pur ſuch horrid impieries in execution J) ya | v! 
at length being viole ntly hurried on through the aſfiftance of che ſtrong impulſions, and | Or 
reſtleſs ſuggeſtions and inſtigations of the devil, ( the judgements of God being all 
heightned upon them ) they now commir the ſame with greedineſs , and that with ſuch } tt 
a high hand, as they account it their perfeRion , and the higheſt pitch of their gloty, 
ro give up themſelves to ſuch abominations , pleading for them , affirming that they 
have made a League and Covenant with (in , death and hefl, «nd have communion with 
God in all theſe, ſeeing all theſe and what ever evils can be imagined, are veconciled to Gud, 
and ſo good , accounting all their ations for good, being acted by their own ſpirit, 
which (as they think) are God, ſaying that God (bnt truly nor Ged , bur their own 
accurſed fpirits) willed that they ſhoutd curſe and ſwear , and be drunk, and fill them- 
felves with all uncleaneſs , which they eſteem to be perfeR righteouſneſs, calling thit 
holineſs and righteouſneſs which confiſts in a ſpotleſs conformity to the lawes of Chriſt 
revealed in the Scripture ( which curbs the inſolency of the fleſh,and luſts of the heart) 
4 plaguy and naſty helineſs that muſt be deſtroyed 3 ſo that thoſe amongſt them , tha 
can with the greateſt impudency , without the leaſt check or controvl of conſcience, 
commit the moſt horrid abominations , (which we tremble to think of) they are the 
moſt perte@, and the moſt ſwallowed up in the will of God * to juſtify theſe their abo- 
minations , they ſay, the Angels of God ſware with glory and Majeſty, which Angell 
are God in them ( for all created Angels they deny ) who therefore may ſwear as they | 
will, and that with glory and Majeſty 3 yea fo great is their thraldome and captivity, 
that now the Prince of the power of the Air , thac rules in the hearrs of theſe chil- 
dren of diſubedience , hath ſo far the maſtery and dominion over them, as that they 
xe ready , notonly to fight againſt God himſelf in his ſpiritual Ordinances, bur againſt 
civil ſocieties , violating the bond of marriage, and lawes of families, againſt the very 
principles and lighrof.nat ure > which common juſtice (remaining among the Heathen) 
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would ſoon adjadge ro merir ſevere puniſhmentzand cercainly thoſe that ſhall thus tranſ- 
reſs all civil bonds » do nat only ly liable to the juſt and fearfull jadgement of God, but 
juſtly incur the puniſhmenr of this world. 

Having thus laid open ſome of the principles , and evil praQices of theſe men , even 
that roet of bitrerneſs , from which ſuch their ſinful branches grow 3 by which every 
one whoſe cyes are opened, may diſcern what a fearful thing it is ro leave the Holy 
Word of God , and give heed to the motions of a deceitful hearc, and to the diQates of 
alying ſpiric : we ſhall now endeavour briefly to make manifeſt the ſandineſs, and 
dangerouſne(s of the foundation whereupon theſe things are built 3 which we ſhall eſſay 
to do by proving, That the ſoal of man js not God, but a creature, created and wade 
| by God 3 which will appear both by Scriptare and reaſon, if you conſider, 
| 1: That God is incomprehenſible, the heaven of heavens cannot contain him, but the 
. | Foul of man is comprehended and contained in the body. 

i 2. God is Almighty, bur the foul of man is not : whatever God will, that he can do; 
« | but man defices many things, and hath not power to accompliſh them. 
: 3. God knoweth himſelf and all chings , the ſecress of hearts, things paſt, preſent , 
- | ang to come 3 but alas ! the ſoul of man knows not the being of it ſelf, nor of the leaſt 
) | creature, he knows not what is done in another houſe nexc to him. 
nf 4 The ſoul is made and created, 1 Cor.15. Thefiiſt Adam was made a living ſoul, Jer 
ly | 38. 16, Ic is written, As the Lord liveth that made us this ſoul: now to be made and cre- 
p = argues a beginningygbut God is without beginning ; therefore the ſon! cannot be 
ds ' 
il 5. God 18 the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, Nam+-16+22. there is a ſpirit in the body, 
xe | of which God is the Father, Heb.1 29 which God forms within man, Zach,12.1. with 
| which ſpirit the Spirit of God bears witneſs , Rom.8.16. which plainly proves our ſpirit 
nd | orſoul to be a creature 2 the cruth of which farther appears in that God can defiroy che 
ſoul, or caſt it into hell fre, Mat, 10. 28. in that the ſoul may be converted, Pſa.19.7.in 


hi. 


S 


i< | thatic ftands in need of deliverance and redemption, Pſa.13.19.3 4: 22-49. 8. But now 
ry, | God cannor be deftroyed, neither needs he any redemption at all, By this it is clear 
ney | that mans ſoul is not God , and if nor his ſoul much leſs is his body , thac is ſubje@ to 
rib | fuck variery of diſtempers , and ſo neither body nor ſoul. O therefore what a horrid 


thing is it for men to affirm they are God, thar made and created all things, that g9- 
|, veins che world , and th-= like, and to father all their abominations upon the Lord , 


"king him to be alcogether ſuch a one as themſelves are? from hence we may ſafcly 
C9 


tht | , 3+ That if the ſpirir be created by God, and is united to the body,then thoſe aRions 
viſt | fat ae done by the body, are the ations of the man.O how ſome men fighting againſt 
at) the light, -Cy out that it 1s God in man only that as, that ſhall be ſaved and the likez 
tha | vheress it is evident thac iris the manſthat aRs, eicher good things, viz. the man that 
nces believeth, yer conformeth, and is bleſſed of God, or it is the man that fins and 
- the valks i.di obedience, which man is the ſubje& of deſtruRion. 
abo- || , 7 Thar if the ſpiricbe created by God, ir muſt be ſubjeR co the will and law of the 
gel Gexoy : things created ate for the praiſe of the Greator, we are made by God to ſhew 
they | Xe be praiſe, and by ovr obedience to declace our ſelves to be his children , we are 
ity, | ker efc at liberty ro run from God 3 this was that that involved Adam at firſt in miſery » 
chil- } "9 ill keeps his off-ſpring in ſorrow and confufion. | 
they of That fin is the defeRion, variation from, or the tranſgreſſion of the law of our 
vin meagrl, and not of out ewn wills : when we do the things God forbids, or leave vn- 
veſy } h the things commanded, we fin againſt God the Lord, the Creator of ſou! and body. 
hen) 10m the not cight underſtanding of the Creatures ſubjeRion,and relation unto —_ 
wouls | | | C2. ow 
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flow alſo thoſe vain allegorizings of thoſe texts of Scriptures that ſpeak of Chriſt jj, 
ſelf, For if we ſearch the Scripture we ſhall fee clearly , that Chriſt Jeſus waz Nat ah, 
gure or ſhadow of a ſubſtance to be enjoyed now or hereafrer (as thele men drean)y 
the true ſubſtantial good it ſelf, the true Mediator God and Many the ſubſtance of 
Hgures and ſhadows under the Law, which was a School-maſter unto Chrift, G41, 
24:Theapoſtle tells us, The adminiſtrations under theLaw,were a ſhadow of good thiny 
ro come, the body or ſubſtance whereof was Chriſt, or was in Chriſt; now ic is agiy 
common ſenſe and reafon, that one ſhadow ſhould rype out another, and that as can; 
and flelhly as it ſelf: but the contrary hereof is moft certain , for Moſes and loſhug þy 
ing typical Saviours, redeeming the ſpiricual Iſrael our of ,Zgypt into Earthly Canyy, 
muſt needs hold out a Subſtantial Saviour, that moſt effeRually ſhall redeem the (piriy 
I ſrael,for faith the ApofleyHe is able to ſave ro-the attermot all that come ro God by hin 
ſeeing he everlivech to make interceſſion for .themy Heb.7.5.He is the Alpha,and Ony 
the Beginning and the Ending, the firſt and the laſt, Rev.I-18. who ſaid to lohn fear ny; 
fur | was dead and ama alive for evermore, Amen: And I have the keyes of Hell af 
of death. This Jeſus is not only true man as touching fleſh, but alſo God over allh 
ſed for ever, or the moſt high God, Rom. 9+ 5. lohn the Baptiſt teſtifying of Chij, 
Tohn 3. 31. ſaith, he that commeth from above, is above all , and this is tf 
of Chrift , as touching his Godhead, who alſo is truly man, foul and body, «© 
fiſting of a humane ſoul ; and ficſhly body , and that after his reſurreQion, as appe 
Luke 24-39, In reference to the conjunRion of both humane and divine nature, þ} 
faith y 1 lay down my life , and [ take it up again , as man he died , as God herit 
himſelf from the dead 3 now that any ſhould be ſo vile & wretched as to count the &} 
bleſſed Lordywho is the moſt high and blefſed Savior, a fleſhly form and ſhadow, becu 
according to the infinite wiſdome and love of God he affumned mans nature, tha lj 
might rhereby become a.more fit and ſuitable Savious unto them , we are wounded if 
our ſouls ro think chereof , and tremble to think what hardnefſe of heart , ingratitulf 
and blindneſs of mind , ſuch ſouls are giver'up tO 3 and though they may talk of beif 
above the diſpenſation of Chiiſt , the Kingdome being in them refigned up to thel 
ther , they ſay they know not what 3 for before the office of Chriſts Mediator-ſhip oj 
ſes, and the Kingdome be reſigned tothe Father , the Scripcure exprefſely tells us, 5 
enemies muft be ſubdued under his feet, Pſa. 110. 1. Pſal. $: 6. 1 Cor. 15. 24% 
Heb. 2. 6, 7. which is not yet effe&zd, for Ghrifts enemies, viz- the Devil , Sin} 
Babylon , Antichiiſt, the oppofite opzreffing civil powers of the world, death, «; 
the grave, and the rule and authority they bear rule with , are not yer wholly by Clit 
pur down, therefore the Office of his Mediatorſhip ſtill ſtands in force 3 Hence we af 
fafely coucluge; | FE ; | ; 
Firf}, That ifChrift be a ſubſtantial Mediator, truly ſpirituall , his Goſpell thi 
which he and his Apoſtles have declared , is not a bare outward Relation, Hiftory, | 
cainali Letter , bur a ſpiritual and ſubſtantial Truth and Myftery, containing the wit 
Mind, Will, and law of God, for us and all Saints to believe and praQtiſe throughout 
Ages. | | | | 
Sadly; It muſt needs be as durable as the Mediator is , for the Law of Ctii 
Pricft-hood is as durable as the Prieſt-hood;it ſelf, the law- depending upen the Pri] 
hood 3 for the change of the Pi icſt-hood and Law goes rogether, and fo the Prieft-1"% 
of old being changed , the law then and not-till then was changed alſo, Heb. 9, 13-3 
when Chriſt s Pcieſt-hood is changed, then the lay of that Priett-hood,and not till! 
ſhall be changed alſo. ; : | 
Tinrdly, it muit alſo be granted, that the Scripturzs which do declare this great" 
ſtery of Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel, be the holy Scriptures , and the infallible W 


, ZE ..* : = 2 - 


— a - 


A = 
En 


EEE 1 5x 
% 


| 


if , 
hy 

th 
ik 
t' 

4+ 


2 do n-— "3 - . 


. 


Heart=bleedings for Profeſſors abominations, 7 


of God, for it could never have entered into the heait of man to have known or mani- 
feſted thoſe hidden Myſteries, had not God himſelf by his own Word revealed them 
from heaven 3 now the Scriptures are Gods Word, declaring his mind, m-king known 
his Counſell, being able to make the people of God wiſe unto falvation through faith 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, being given by the infpication of God, and ace profitable for 
DoErine » for Reproof, for Coriettion, for Inftraction in rightecuſnefſe , that the 
man of God may be pei feCt,throughly furniſhed unto all good works, 2 Tim. 3« 15, 16; 
and cherefore not co be lighted and undervalued , as a dead Letter, a bare Hiſtory, a 
carnall empty Story, Therefore dearly beloved brethren, we beg and intieat you, 
and eyery one that loves his Soul, to fear and tremble ar the thoughts of ſlighting & de- 
ſpiſing Chriſt and his Goſpel, or any one of his laws, or holy commandemears revealed 
in his Word 3: for know, that God will ſer his Son upon his holy hill of Sion Pſal. 2.8, 
and will cail all his enemies that will not have him reign over them z and ſlay them 
before him. He is to be received to role over us as King, as well as to 
be an oblation for ſin, as he is a Prieſt and Sacrifice, fo alſo a Prophet and a King, to 
teach and govern his people, being the Author of Erernal Salvation to all that obey 
him. Therefore that man that depaiteth from the way of ſubjeRion to Chriſt in his ho- 
ly Commandments and Ordinances, refuſerh Chrift co be his Loid, and King, and 
judges himſelf unworthy of eternal life, Wherefore we in tender compaſſion to your 
ſouls, and zeal for the glory of God, do beſeech and exhort you, that you ſtill keep 
the holy commandments, as they. were delivered unto you, that you doſhew the fame 
diligence to the end (for he that endureth to rhe end ſhall be ſaved) that ye ſtand faft, 
and earneſtly contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints, that no man take your 
crown from you, and that you take heed thac you be not led aſide with the workers of 
iniquity. O let none of us dally with the waycs of God, leſt we be giren up ro the 
error of the wicked, even to thoſe horrible delyfions before mentioned; for God is 2 
jaſt and holy G2d. O that God would give his people this wildome in all Nations to 
keep his holy commandmenrs, for holineſs becomes his houſe for ever; O that Gods 
ſeveriry might prevail with all that profeſs his name, to ſearch their own hearcs, leſt 
not receiving the truth in love chereof, they be given up to ſtrong delufions to believe 
alyz left chey making ſin their work and pleaſure, God make condemnation to be their 
wages;- and diſannulling their league wich hell and death, he pull chem down from the 
top of their vanity, whether they have above the heights of che Clouds exalted chem- 
ſeves, and laugh at their deſtiuRion, and mock when their fear comes, 

0b. But many may be ready to obj=& thac thoſe who have fallen into ſuch deſperate 
abominations, were ſometimes members of onr Congregations, and from thence are 
apt ro contemn our profeffion, and queſtioa wherher our way be of God or no, ſaying, 


you ſee what your judgement leads to. 

Ss9l. In anſwer to this we ſay, | 

I. That it is a Great miſtake to judge that thoſe perſons were all of onr ſocieties, for 
this we can cleerly. eyince, that many , if not moſt of them, were never members 
vith us. 

2. Suppoſe they had been all of us (#hich yer is not ſo) yet we ſay that none may 
thence reaſonably condemn our profeffion, nor our ſelyes ſcruple ir, as nor of God, 
which we doubt not, but they will confeſs, if they confider. 

1: That from the undeniable tinchs of God,and from the Churches gathered immedi- 
ately by che holy Apoſtles chemſelves which by all are granted co be the pureſt) many 
Profeffors have gone aſtray, and falln into great condemnation : Hymeneus and Alexand 
ender made Shipwrack of faith and a good conſcience, 1 Tim.2.19 «ffirming (as many of 


theſe. in our dayes do)chat the reſurrection was palt alreadyzdeitroying the Haich of _ | 
| 2. $179». - 
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'2 Tim. 2 18." ſeveral in Cotinth denying any reſurreRion at all, r Cor. 18. 12+ others 
falling inco very great abominarions 5 Fade tells us, ve 4. That there were certajn men 
Crept tn PoaWares, before of old ordained to this condemnatien, ungodly men, turning 

the giace of God into laſciviouſaeſi, and Cenying the onely Lord God, and our. Lord 
Jelvs Chriſt, To add one inftance more for all ( Fohn ſaith) Little children,it is the lak 
time, and as you have heard that Antichriſt ſhall come, even now are there many Anti- 
chriſts, whereby we know that it is the laſt time 3 they went cut from us, butthey were 
not cf us, Fohn 2. 18,19. 

2- The Spirir of God foreſeeing ſuch things ſhould be, that we might not, be ſtem- 
bled wlien they come to pals, hath expreſly forerold them 3 As to the Elders of Epheſus, 
Att, 20, 28, 29, 30. ſaith Paulby the Spirit , Take heed tro feed the Church of God 
which he hath purchaſed with his own blood 3 for { know this, that after my departing, 

all grievous wolves enter in among you, nor ſparing the ficck : Alſo, of your ſelves 
ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things to draw away diſeiples afrer them. ſo alſo by the 
Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pet, 2. I, 2. $&c. There ſhall be (faith he) falſe teachers among you, 
who privily ſhall bring in damnable herefies , denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruRion , and many ſhall follow their perni- 
Cious of laſcivious wayess by reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be evill ſpoken of; 

ade excites the Saints to remember the words of the Apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus, how 
They foretold there ſhovld he mockers in the laſt tim*» who ſhould walk after their own 
ungodly lufts, 1eparating themſelves, ſenſual, having not the Spirit, verſe 17, 28, xg. 
and from whom ſhall they ſeparate 2? but from the true Churches of Jeſus Chriſty profeſ- 
fing the faith of Chriſt, and being baptized in his name (che Scripture no where ap- 
proving any other Churches, that we read of) Paul alſo tells Timothy the time wonld 
come (and ſurely thoſe prophecies are now fulfilled) when they would not endure ſound 


doQrine, but after their own Iuſts, heap to themſelves teachers, having itching ears, 


that ſhovld turn away their ears from the truth, giving heed unto fables. 

3. God in his wiſdome permits theſe things, that thoſe which are approved; maybe 
made manifeſt, and thoſe that ſeem to be what they are not , may be diſcovered 3 for 
Hypocrites have and will becreeping into the Church (and that no marvel, for Satan 


himſelf is cransformed into an Angel of light) but becauſe they receive not the truth in 


the love thereof, God ſends them ſtrong deluſions thar they ſhould believe a iye, thar 
they all may be damned who believe not the truth', but have pleaſure in uncighreouſ- 
nefle, 2 Theſſ. 2010,11,12.&c 1 lohn 2. 18,19, 

. 4- We Cannot wonder that thoſe who draw neer to God in the viſible profeſſion of 
his name, beirg deftituce of the power of godlineſſe, do thus fall away 3 for God will 
be ſanRified in them that draw nigh co him, either in m:king them conformable to his 
Will,to the praiſe of his grace, Or elſe in diſcovering their falſhhood z hypocrifie and 
madneſs, making them d:eadful examples of his wonderful ſeverity, to the glory of his 
Juſtices Nadab and Abihu, for offering ſtrange fire, which the Lord commanded not , 
were deſtroyed by fire from heaven, Lev. 10. 1, 2 3. The Lord himſelf proclaims from 
Heaven, that his wayes are righteonsy and the jaſt ſhall walk in them, but tranſgreſſors 
ſhall fall therein, Hoſ-14 ult. The narrow path of the Saints righteous walk,ſuirs not with 
the licent1ous principles and intereſts of carnal men, and though ſinners may be in Sion 
for a time, yet fear ſarprizes them, and by reaſon of the pority and brightneſs of the 
wayes of God, they cannot abide therein, bur caſt Chriſts voke from; their necks, be- 
Cauſe it will not be ſubſervient to their own luſts. A remarkable example ofGods ſeverity 
agunft thoſe that ſomerimes profeſſed the truth, whoſe hearts were not right before God, 
we may ſee in{udas, and in Ananias and Sapphirah, who for lying againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
vere ſuddenly defiroyed, to the great fear of all the Church of Chrift. As in _—_ 
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the corruption of the beſt things, is the greateſt cornuption, ſo the greater profeſſion 
men make of the crutch, when once they be corrupted, ihey fall into the grofſer abo- 
minations» ' The truth is, this is no ground to ſuſpe& our protefiion, becauſe ſome fall 
from ir,for #h» is it that fins che unpardonable fin?bur one that -profeſſed the truth of 
che Goſpel, Fohn 1 5, 6, Whoare thoſe that are twice dead, plucked up by the coor: £ 
except thoſe that by profeſſion were foimeily alive in the ruth, 

Fifthly, and laſtly, we co acknowledge, though ſome eminent Profeiſors of the fame 
truch with us have falln fouly (which hath been the occaſion of ſuch grief to us) yer ir 
hach been hicherto, and we hope ever ſhall be, our care (as they have been by the righ- 
reovs judgement diſcovered) according ro Our duty to put them from amongſt us, en- 
deavouring to preſerve our ſelves from all iniquity, ard nor to have fellowlhip with the 
unprofitable works of dar knefs, bur rather to reprove them 3 We conclude this ſaying of 
them that are gone from us, and falln into ſuch notorious wickedneſs , as lohn ſaich, They 
went from ns, becauſe they were not of ns, for if they had been of us, no doubr they 
would have continued with us, but they went our from us, that they might be maniteſt 
not to be of us. 

If any ſhall judge what we have here declared doth favour of uacharicableneſs, rigid- 
neſs, cenſoriouſaeſs and birterneſs of Spirit ro them thar diſſent from us, we deſire all 
ſuch ſeriouſly ro take noticegthat true love and charity is not the ſoothing of any in their 
fins, the healing of wounds ſlightly, the crying peace, peace, when ſudden deftruion 
is at handjzit is not the daubingwith untempered morter,but it is true love-to the truth, . 
and to all for the Truths ſake, conſiſting in plainneſs and fimplicity, engaging us to en- 
deayour the reſtoring of them that are fallng ro pull them as brands ovr of the fie, to 
contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints,to ncte ſuch perſons that walk difor- 
derly, to endeavour the preſerving of them that are found in the faith. 

While ſome men cry out againft us for uncharitableneſs, in crying down fin and fin- 
fulpraRices, O how uncharitable in truth are they, that can ſuffer God co be difhonou- 
red, his Sonne to be vilified, his Tiuch trampled under foor, his Ordinances fleighted, 
and their own and thouſands of poor fouls in danger of being utterly ſeduced, to 
their own deſtruRion , and yer have not a heaſt to relent for ſuch praftices, nor a - 
tongue to plead againſt rhem, whereby others might be forewarned of their ſwift ap- 
proaching danger 3 - our conſciences bear witneſs, that the honour of God,the love 
of his Truth, zeal for his Name, and if poffible, the ſaving of ſouls from death , hath 
been the prevailing argument with us, thus to expreſs our ſelves 3 belecching the God 
and father of our Lord Jeſus, that by the ſame power which raiſed him from ihe dead , 
he would make this inftrumentall to confiim thoſe who yet abide in the truch,ro reſtore 
all the ſimple iv heart, who are ready to turn afide from the voice of the true 
Shepheard , and to follew firangers, and the cunning fleights and devices of 
the deſtroyer, that walks up and down as a roaring Lying ſeeking whom he may- 
devour, who hath caſt down many, wounded, and flain many ſtrong men :; And that 
It may alſo to all men more folly diſcover the deſperate folly and madneſs of thoſe who 
triumph in their proud imaginations againft the truth and Scepter of the LoidJeſur,thax 
all may clearly ſee their houſe is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death , . 
leſt they poor ſouls, through feigaed ſpeeches, being inticed to yield , and forced 
throagh the flattering of their lips , ſhould go afrer chem (traighrway, as an Ox go- 
eh to the ſlaughter, or as a Fool to the correRion of the ſtocks, till a dart ſtrike: 
thorow their liver,haſtning as birds to the ſnare, not knowing thar it is for their life 5 
and we by uncharitable filence ſhould become guilty - of their blood. Nov. .rethren 
we commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to br: you up, 
ad. co give you an inheritance among all them which are ſanRified, praying chat _ | 

ma 
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may-{tand upon your watch, cloathed with the whole armonr of God, and that you mw 
be kept blameleſs, living by faith,until the coming of our Lord and Savionr Jeſos Chrify,: 
not cafting away your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward 3 For yer a; 


little while, and he that ſhall come will -come,- and will not tarry. The grace of- our-: 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you all. Amen. K 
> 2 


Books otlanit and are to ſold by Hexry Hills, at the ign of 


Str John old-Caftle in Py-corner. 


Mrs {larks TEE ;nticuled A Narrative of New-E glans perſecution. 
A Book intituled, The Prodigal returned to his Fathers Houſe, . 


A Treatiſe concerning the lawful ſubjedt of Baptiſm, Wherein are hatdled 
- theſe particulars ; | 


1. The baptizing of Infants confured. 

2, The Covenant God made with Abraham and his ſeed handled, amd how 
the ſameagrees with the Gentiles and their ſeed, _ _ | 
. The Bap:iſm adminiſtred by an Ancichriftian power cor »d, 2s no Or- "1 
dinance of God. 


4. 1f either Church, or Ordinance be wanting, where "Ma are to be found 
._ and howrecoyered, , 
' 5» The Covenant, and not Baptiſm, forms the Church, and the manaer hows 
6, There is no ſucceſſion under the New. Teſtament, but what is ſpiritually! 
by Faith in the Word of God, 
By John Splhery. 


